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From the staff

“And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had tlsgpnwent to
the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “‘Who will roll awayotie for
us from the entrance to the tomb?” (Mark 16: 2-3)

What faith those women must have had to continue terfmward knowing that
there were obstacles in the way; it didn’t detentlieom their task. Even as they
moved forward they kept asking the question, but they kepingdorward. It was
as if they knew that somehow that obstacle of theesbeing moved away would
be managed. How? Well, they couldn’t say. But wotdTiheir faith showed
that it would.

| find that a very great witness in a time of uncettailPAs we move into the year,
Tri-County has some uncertainty as to what our future lowly like. But as
witnessed by these followers of Christ, we move fodwvaAsking the questions,
and having full faith that they will be answered. Do wewwhat those answers
will be? Not yet.

| wonder for these women what the journey to the toreanhfor them, and what
was happening to them as they traveled. The fellowshkipképt with one another,
sharing in the questions and the quest, moving forward tenenoa purpose; all
the while not knowing what would be greeting them at tthegtination. But they
walked that journey together, growing in fellowship andhfaiith each step they
took.

As we move forward together, it's not necessarilyfihel destination that will be
the sole factor. It's the journey that we will wadlgether as we ask the questions,
as we grow along the path as we move forward; thahé&evgrowth and faith
mature. The anxiety level of the women as they gaecland closer may have
escalated as they knew they would soon meet the isadeone But they kept
moving forward, faithful that the answers — the way — wow@dsbown.

“When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very largelréady
been rolled back.” (Luke 16:4)

God is faithful.

And God had greater plans than those of these women. widreygrateful that the
tomb was open so that they could anoint Jesus. ItWasm@anointment that God
opened that tomb; it was a witness to the resurrectioshows that God’s answer
to our questions goes far beyond what we could imagine.

Who will roll our stones away? God will. We have maugstions we are asking
as we move forward; God’s answers for us will be beymmdmagining. As our
journey continues forward, we will learn much in thelshiof our questions and
fellowship; as the women going to the tomb, let usioaetforward in faith that
God will provide.

And we shall see God's glory.

Shalom,
Pastor Jessica



Holy Week and Easter Schedule

rMaundy Thursday, April 1
1“The Sign of Jonah: On the Same Page”

*

*
*
*

6:00 — Trinity in Binford

6:30 — Trinity in Cooperstown
7:00 — Lutheran Church of McVille
7:00 — Our Savior’'s in McHenry

'Good Friday, April 2
Good Friday breakfast and service at 7:00 a.m. at First Presbytian in Cooperstown

i“The Sign of Jonah: The Answer!”

*

* 6 o o

6:30 — Trinity in Cooperstown
7:00 — Lutheran Church of McVille
7:00 — Grace in Grace City

7:30 — Mabel in Sutton

8:00 — Faith in Hannaford

Easter Sunday, April 4:

® 6 6 6 O 0 0 o

7:00 — Faith in Hannaford

8:15 — Our Savior’s, rural Kloten

8:30 — Mabel in Sutton

8:30 — Trinity in Binford

9:30 — Lutheran Church of McVille

9:45 — Trinity in Cooperstown

9:45 — Our Savior’'s in McHenry

10:30 — Grace in Grace City

11:15 — First Presbyterian in Cooperstown

“The Test Kitchen”

The Tri-County Ministry Young Adult Group has a new name.

We are calling it the Test Kitchen. We call it thichese, like a
test kitchen, we are going to try out many differemgkito see
what works.

This is a group that is open to people ages 18-35, regardless of

church membership. We meet two times per month, aliegnat
between an activity night and a night for dinner and disocnési
Bible Study.

If you would like to be included in e-mail updates, pleaselsan
e-mail to Trichelle atkirchenwitzO01@Iluthersem.edwou can
also receive text updates, either send a text messagé or
Trichelle at 701-799-6607.

Most of the TCM
congregations will
have a rogation
service as their
Sunday morning
worship.

Rogation Sunday
April 25
A service of

praise and celebration,
blessing and prayer.
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Eastern North Dakota

Synod Assembly
Saturday-Sunday, April 17-18
Jamestown Civic Center

Plenary Sessions on Saturday and Sunday; mission blitz in
Jamestown and surrounding area on Saturday afterndale; Bi
study and worship.

Suggested items to bring:
+ Non-perishable food item for food pantry
+ Coffee mug or plastic water bottle
+ Materials to assist with possible service assignments:
crochet hooks/knitting
needles; clean, white
+ Sheets for rolling bandages; i

heavy fabric to make tote- S==—==
sin mission

style school bags
(Plan to wear comfortable, casual
clothing Saturday. Some projects
may include outdoor work, weathetr
permitting.)

The Synod Assembly is open to ALL, not just clergy and
delegates. Go to www.eandsynod.org for more information.

God's work. Our hands.

April at Red
Willow Bible
Camp

Red TAllfow
(my

Day Play (grades K-3)

Saturday, April 10

9:00-3:00

(Call the cammow to register!)

RWBC Annual Meeting
Sunday, April 11
Story telling at 3:00
Meeting at 4:00
Supper at 5:00

Jr. High Retreat (grades 7-9)
April 16-17

“The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe”

(Register by April 2)

For more information,
call the camp or go to their website.

www.redwillowbiblecamp.org

Women of the ELCA
Carrington Cluster Spring Gathering
“Today’s Dream: Tomorrow’s Reality Network”
Saturday, April 10 at Red Willow Bible Camp
Registration at 9:30, Program 10:00-3:00
Theme — SOCIAL JUSTICE

Speakers are Darla Thiele of Dacotah O’yate LutherandDiof Tokio; Jan Bakke of Hospice, speaking on
end of life issues; Dennis Aune of LSS Liaison Progrard;Becky Goetz of RWBC.

“Speak out for those who cannot speak for the rights of all the dest.
Speak out, judge righteously, maintain the rights of the poor arekdy.” (Proverbs 31:8-9

In-kind offerings for RWBC: coffee (regular and dec&® batteries, paper products, laundry detergent;

brooms and dust pans.

Monetary offering will be distributed: 1/2 to END Synodigédomen’s Programs, 1/4 to RWBC, 1/4 to

Dacotah O’yate Lutheran Church.
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

' The following letter was sent by the Tri-County Minist@ouncil to the congregations of
' Trinity Lutheran in Cooperstown and Mabel Lutheran in Suttoas those congregations
‘discern their future.

February 3, 2010

é Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Cooperstown / Mabel Lutheran Church, Sutton,

i We write this letter with a sad heart as you are reconsidering the nature of your relationship with the Tri-
iCounty Ministry parish [Trinity] / the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America [Mabel]. We want you to

‘ know that we have valued the partnership we have shared throughout the years. Your participation in Tri-

E County Ministry activities and events has been a great example of Christian ministry. The friendships that we
é have formed have been meaningful to all and will remain strong forever as brothers and sisters in Christ.

' We understand that your relationship with Tri-County may or may not change; regardless of your decision,
éwe want you to know that we will continue to pray for you throughout the process and support any decision
you make. We want you to go wherever the Spirit leads you. Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this
iworld, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
iwhat is good and acceptable and perfect.”

' May God bless you in your decision-making process as you determine the best course for your congregation.

In Christ’s Love,

Tri-County Ministry Council
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Tri-County Ministry
Box 226
Binford, ND 58416
Phone 676-2761
trinitybinford@mlgc.com

Box 665
Cooperstown, ND 58425
Phone 797-3611, fax 797-3610

www.tricountyministry.org

Pastor Jessica Merchant........ 769-2231
(cell) 218-230-4479
uncasl6@hotmail.com

Pastor Cheri Danielson .......... 676-2762
(cell) 789-8016
cheridanielson@dflytech.com

Pastor Marli Danielson........... 676-2762
(cell) 789-8006
marli_danielson@dflytech.com

Intern Trichelle Kirchenwitz ....797-3463
(cell) 701-799-6607
tkirchenwitz001@luthersem.edu

TCM Parish Administrator
Theresa Fiebiger ................... 676-2761
trinitybinford@mlgc.com

Faith of Hannaford ................ 769-2387
faithl@ictc.com

First Presbyterian of Cooperstown
797-3112
bthomas@invisimax.com

Grace of Grace City ............... 674-3112
kmac@daktel.com

Mabel of Sutton...................... 769-2396
bstokka@yahoo.com

McVille Lutheran Church........ 322-4952
mcvilleparish@gondtc.com

Our Savior’s, Kloten............... 322-4952
mcvilleparish@gondtc.com

Our Savior’'s of McHenry ........ 785-2117
trinitybinford@mlgc.com

Trinity of Binford..................... 676-2761
trinitybinford@mlgc.com

Trinity of Cooperstown........... 797-3611
trinityofcooperstown@migc.com

Tri-County Ministry News is published
nine times per year: January, February,
March, April, June, August, September,
October, and November.
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Roast Beef Supper
Sunday, April 25
5:00—7:00
Trinity in Binford
Sponsored by Trinity WELCA

Bake Sale & Quilt Sale

Proceeds used for
Bible camp scholarships
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